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Abstract

Most of the scholarship on far-right hooliganism in Europe and
Russia mentions only marginally the Russian far-right MMA
gear and tournament brand White Rex (WR). A few authors have
discussed WR’s right-wing connections and activities. Yet both the
structures that enabled WR and, now, other similar brands to exert
ideological and political influence and the influence itself bear further
examination. This paper presents a qualitative analysis of information
from intelligence reports, social media, open media, and interviews
to show how WR modeled and cultivated a professionalizing trend
in several far-right combat sport tournaments. We argue that
WR’s entrance into the Western European far-right combat sport
scene was a key development in the emergence of professionally
organized, fight-focused events with explicit political messaging
targeted at a far-right, primarily trans-European audience and
a surrounding infrastructure of far-right organizations shaping
the character of this developing scene. The business model that WR
developed in Russia proved to be something the emerging European
far-right combat sport scene could adopt in order to grow. Finally,
we elaborate on how WR’s founder, Denis Kapustin, was able to
establish a Western European network that temporarily gave him
influence over one of the far right’s most significant cultural scenes.
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Nissen, Avramov and Roberts
Introduction

In recent years, popular support for far-right parties and politicians across Europe
has steadily increased. Hate crimes against immigrants and other familiar targets of
right-wing violence are on the rise.! This large-scale shift seems to have emboldened
elements of the far right to emerge from the cultural shadows. Since about 2013,
the institutions and artifacts of a new far-right subculture have come into clearer
view, offering a look at an especially troubling aspect of far-right radicalism: an
explicitly far-right combat sport tournament scene—primarily MMA (mixed martial
arts), kickboxing, and K-1—involving friendly, albeit violent, matches. The concern
is that these fights, and the cultural scene that surrounds them, further encourage
and normalize physical violence among groups already known for their hatred of
certain ethnic, religious, and sexual minorities. The tournaments enjoy a kind of
economic symbiosis with sportswear brands—one that has developed in conjunction
with this especially bellicose far-right subculture and is primed to amplify its white-
supremacist, xenophobic message with symbol-stamped sportswear that both
signals in-group status and selectively antagonizes non-“Aryan” minorities and their
sympathizers. The brands sponsor the events, which in turn promote the brands.

Our tracing of far-right combat sport tournaments supports the claim of Robert
Claus? and other journalists that one actor in particular has been instrumental in the
creation of a far-right MMA scene: Russian national Denis Kapustin, a.k.a. “Nikitin,”
who was active in EU countries beginning in 2013 until his banishment from the
Schengen zone in 2019.3 In 2013, Kapustin brought his Russian sportswear brand,
White Rex, to the Western European market with White Rex—sponsored combat sport
events. In itself, Kapustin’s desire to expand his market is unremarkable. However,
White Rex often features violent, white nationalist, xenophobic imagery and text.
For that reason, we should be concerned that by organizing and sponsoring displays
of white-nationalist violence in the form of explicitly far-right combat tournaments,
such “marketing” both galvanizes radicalism within the existing culture of violent
ethnonationalism and expands it. By financially promoting and supporting far-right
fighters from across Europe, Kapustin has attracted white nationalists with real-life
versions of their mythical “Euroethnic warrior.” Yet it is the “coliseums” that he
and others like him have erected around their modern gladiators that constitute
the locus of the cultural scene. The network of tournaments provides the points of
connection (Verkniipfungspunkte) for the construction of cultural meaning and the
performance of identity, giving whoever controls the network significant influence
over the cultural scene. An examination of White Rex’s role within this far-right
combat sport scene will illustrate how such brands are able to move the Overton
window to the right—a phenomenon Cynthia Miller-Idriss has aptly termed “extreme
gone mainstream.”s

Our research draws upon existing studies of right-wing extremism, football
hooliganism, networking, and identity, as well as contemporary public scholarship
and investigative reporting on far-right combat sports in Europe, with a particular
focus onthe White Rexbrand. Available research represents a range of methodological
approaches, including political science, sociology, and cultural qualitative and
mixed design. Given the closed and semi-secretive nature of far-right combat sport
events, as well as the wariness and outright hostility of the participants, the use
of participant surveying and participant observation was deemed impractical. We

1 “German Far-Right Crimes Rise,” Deutsche Welle, April 7, 2020, https://www.dw.com/en/german-far-right-
crimes-rise/a-530532

2 Robert Claus, Hooligans: Eine Welt Zwischen Fufiball, Gewalt Und Politik (Gé6ttingen: Verlag Die Werkstatt,
2017).

3 Deutscher Bundestag, “Kampfsport in der Rechtsextremen Szene,” Drucksache 19/8316 (March 13, 2019),
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/19/083/1908316.pdf.
4 Claus, Hooligans, 143.

5 Cynthia Miller-Idriss, The Extreme Gone Mainstream: Commercialization and Far Right Youth Culture in
Germany (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2017).
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have relied instead on collection, conceptualization, and analysis of metadata in
order to approximately reconstruct the context, the main actors’ modus operandi,
their strategies of networking, scene penetration, and scene integration on a trans-
European scale.

To date, the phenomenon of global commercial MMA and the cultural scene(s) that
surround it has received some attention in larger works such as Snowden’s Total
MMA® and Gullo’s Into the Cage,” as well as shorter-form academic pieces such as
Spencer’s ethnography of MMA® and Vaccaro, Schrock, and McCabe’s® psychological
assessment of fighters’ management of emotion. However, the influence of far-right
ideology on MMA culture has been analyzed only marginally and in a limited number
of scholarly works. Such pieces are mainly dedicated to the scrutiny of national and
local organizations, networks, and milieus, as with Perry and Scrivens’s analysis of
the spike in right-wing extremism in Canada.*® Recent books by Miller-Idriss and
Claus deal with these themes more extensively.

Informative samples of such works with passing, yet specific, reference to MMA
clothing and White Rex include Mare$ and Lary$’s" inquiry into Russian support
and “export” of militant nationalism abroad and the international cooperation
between far-right extremists; Tomczyk, Tolmachev, and DuWors’s** research on
contemporary white-nationalist networking between groups in the United States and
Russia; and Glathe’s® inquiry into Russian football-fan subculture and its connection
to far-right violence.

Yet it is important to specify that as early as 2014, the role and activity of White Rex
and its impact outside Russia were addressed by researchers such as Paul Jackson.
In his discussion of National Action’s search for a new identity, Jackson quotes the
British organization’s own website:

When it comes to innovation Britain can certainly learn a lot
looking abroad, and this is best illustrated with examples from
Russia where nationalism has been a constant aspect of the
post-communist state and has since really flowered in a lot of
interesting ways which are not so true or successful in the rest
of mainland Europe. Principally Russian far right specializes in
soft influence—there is no strong neofascist party, but there is
a regime that is responsive to a culture of which NeoNazism is
a part.*#

6 Jonathan Snowden, Total MMA: Inside Ultimate Fighting (Toronto: ECW Press, 2009).

7 Nick Gullo, Into the Cage: A Journey through the Past, Present and Future of the UFC (Plattsburgh, NY:
Fenn-M&S, 2013).

8 Dale C. Spencer, “Habit(us), Body Techniques and Body Callusing: An Ethnography of Mixed Martial Arts,”
Body & Society 15, no. 4 (2009): 119—43, https://doi.org/10.1177/1357034X0!

9 Christian A. Vaccaro, Douglas P. Schrock, and Janice M. McCabe, “Managing Emotional Manhood: Fighting
and Fostering Fear in Mixed Martial Arts,” Social Psychology Quarterly 74, no. 4 (2011): 414—37, https://doi.
0rg/10.1177/0190272511415554.

10 Barbara Perry and Ryan Scrivens, “Uneasy Alliances: A Look at the Right-Wing Extremist Movement
in Canada,” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 39, no. 9 (2016): 819—41, https://doi.org/10.1080/105761
0X.2016.1139375.

11 Miroslav Mares$ and Martin Larys, “The Transnational Relations of the Contemporary Russian Extreme Right,”
Europe-Asia Studies 67, no. 7 (2015): 1056—78, https://doi.org/10.1080/09668136.2015.1067673.

12 Justin Tomezyk, Ilya Tolmachev, and Lee DuWors, “Prospects for American-Russian Cooperation in
Countering White Nationalism,” Stanford US-Russia Journal 12, no. 1 (2020): 1-30, http://ojs.stanford.edu/
ojs/index.php/surfj/article/view/1743.

13 Julia Glathe, “Football Fan Subculture in Russia: Aggressive Support, Readiness to Fight, and Far Right
Links,” Europe-Asia Studies 68, no. 9 (2016): 1506—25, https://doi.org/10.1080/09668136.2016.1244260.

14 Paul Jackson, “#hitlerwasright: National Action and National Socialism for the 21st Century,” Journal for

Deradicalization 1 (Winter 2014/15): 107, https://journals.sfu.ca/jd/index.php/id/article/view/7/7.
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In the same section, Jackson specifically points to National Action’s reception of
White Rex as a strong indicator of the early direction and impact of this particular
brand:

This discussion identified the aesthetic developed by the Russian
clothing company White Rex, described as “a MMA sports club
and clothing brand.” The document praised White Rex as it
“recently found the work of a fascist ‘style’ artist who has been
responsible for their designs since.” Needless to say, National
Action believes that British activists should look to imitate such
an approach. Drawing on these international cultural reference
points, National Action also contrasted exciting visuals from
abroad with the rather dull graphical style of the BNP, among
other British groups criticized in such documents.'s

Jackson’s interest in far-right and extremist aesthetics anticipates Miller-Idriss’s
broader and more theoretical analysis of their “mainstreaming.”

Another important recent examination of the role and impact of White Rex and the
actors behind it is Claus’s Hooligans,V in which the author argues that the sportswear
brand was instrumental in the emergence of a trans-European far-right combat sport
scene. In similar fashion, Ebner’s ethnography Going Dark*® devotes some attention
to Kapustin and White Rex’s role in and impact on far-right festivals and networking,
such as Schild & Schwert in Germany. Most of the recent interest in the growth of
the farright combat sport scene, its interconnectedness, and the specific impact of
White Rex is due to the efforts of this kind of investigative journalism, as well as
law enforcement reporting and civic activism monitoring. Such valuable input offers
insight into the construction of the trans-European far-right combat sport scene and
the evolution of the “pioneering” work of White Rex and its founder in exporting the
model, professionalizing the circuit, and facilitating the emergence of an “outcast”
identity beyond the borders of the Russian Federation.

Journalism regarding the structure of the company, the proliferation of its brand,
and Kapustin’s personality and connections has found its way into highly visible
outlets such as the Interpreter,® the Moscow Times,*® the Huffington Post,*

15 Jackson, “#hitlerwasright.”
16 Miller-Idriss, The Extreme Gone Mainstream.
17 Claus, Hooligans.

18 Julia Ebner, “Schild & Schwert: Attending a Neo-Nazi Music Festival,” in Going Dark: The Secret Social
Lives of Extremists, (London: Bloomsbury, 2020), 193-208; https://www.semperfidelis.ro/e107_files/

public/1615154236 1287 FT9124 going dark the secret social lives of extremists by julia ebner z-
lib.org.epub.pdf.

19 Anton Shekhovtsov, “Russian Extreme-Right White Rex Organlsatlon Engaged in Training British NeoNam
Thugs Interpreter November 10, 2014, https: i

20 Robert Claus, “How a Russian Neo-Nazi Became a Role Model for German Hoohgans Moscow Times,
November 28, 2017, https:

russian-a59718.

21 Nick Robins-Early, “Facebook Let a Notorious Russian Neo Nazi Proﬂt off Its Platform for Years,” Huﬁ?’ost July
19, 2018, https://www.huffpost.com/ent
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Mother Jones,?* VICE,* ProPublica,* and the New Republic. It also has drawn the
attention of advocacy organizations, including the Southern Poverty Law Center=®
and the Anti-Defamation League.?”

The Advent of European Far-Right Combat Sport

European far-right combat sport as such seems to have emerged in large part from
the older “hooligan” scene. Hooliganism is often associated with violent right-wing
football (soccer) fans, yet that relationship is more incidental than integral. As Kett-
Straub has demonstrated,® most hooligans have far less interest in football matches
than in fighting other hooligan groups or the police.?? A hooligan who does not care
for football is conceivable; a hooligan who does not care for violence is an oxymoron.
Moreover, the nature of hooligan violence has evolved over time, incorporating new
combat skills as instruction in various martial arts has become accessible. Thus,
the incorporation of MMA into hooligan fight culture not only represents a kind of
professionalization but also a kind of cultural revolution. It has effectively redefined
hooligan violence in the streets as well as repositioned it as a spectator sport.

As a group, German neo-Nazis began showing large-scale interest in martial arts
gyms only in 2004.3° After the German reunification in 1989, amateur fights served
as meeting places for a variety of groups in the former GDR, including biker gangs,
hooligans, and neo-Nazis.3 Such events, however, were usually localized and drew
primarily an East German crowd.

By the 2010s, German MMA events were drawing noticeable popular interest
from across the ideological spectrum. German counterparts to the international
Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) include the German MMA Championship
and We Love MMA, which launched in 2009 and 2010, respectively. New gyms
were opened, and professionally-organized tournaments were marketed to an ever-
broader spectatorship. These events attracted sponsors, and MMA training and
tournaments became a lucrative business. However, the popularity of MMA with a
broader public was tainted by the growing number of obvious neo-Nazis who sought

22 Bryan Schatz, “The Terrlfymg Rise of Alt- nght Flght Clubs,” Mother Jones, February 1, 2018, https://www.

23 Tim Hume, “A Russian Neo-Nazi Football Hoollgan Is Try1ng to Build an MMA Empire across Europe,” VICE
News, July 26, 2018, https: mjw/a-russian-neo-nazi-football-hooligan-is-
trying-to-build-an-mma-empire-across-europe.

24 Adam Clay Thompson and Ali Winston, Amerlcan Hate Group Looks to Make Allles in Europe Pr'oPubllca
July 5, 2018,
group?token=p-voT1xjfOJ S]rJHZC()SUXDKSOI‘KLW Jk.

25 Mlchael Colborne, “The Far Right’s Secret Weapon: Fascist Fashlon New Republic, February 26, 2019,
blic icl fe C 7 st-fashion.

26 Héléne Barthélemy, “Hate in Europe: July 2018,” Southern Poverty Law Center, August 3, 2018, https://www.
splcenter.org/hatewatch/2018/08/03/hate-europe-july-2018.

27 “Hate beyond Borders: The Internatlonallzatlon of White Supremacy,” Anti-Defamation League, accessed
August 22, 2020, https: hate-beyond-borders-the-internationalization-of-
white-supremacy.

28 Gabriele Kett-Straub, “Hooliganismus in Deutschland: Phénomenologie, Abgrenzung zu den ‘Ultras’,
Drittortauseinandersetzung, Erkldarungsansitze und Préavention,” Neue Kriminalpolitik, 24, no. 3 (2012): 98—
106.

29 Deutscher Bundestag, “Gewalt Beim Fussball,” Drucksache 17/8051, December 2, 2011, http://dipbt.
bundestag.de/doc/btd/17/080/1708051.pdf.

30 RuntervonderMatte “Neonazi- VernetzungmderKampfsport -Szene ”Annfaschmnsches[nfoblatt October31
S: 6.

31 “Flght Club Sachsen.” Antifaschistisches Infoblatt, December 9, 2005. https://www.antifainfoblatt.de
artikel/fight-club-sachsen.
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to compete in professional combat events. NGOs began to research and expose
the far-right affiliations of such fighters, and this in turn prompted organizers to
ban them from competition. As a result, events organized by known neo-Nazis,
such as the Imperium Fighting Championship (2014-16), imposed an “apolitical”
atmosphere in order to appeal to more moderate (and larger) crowds and to avoid
incidents with law enforcement.3* Similarly, gyms like La Familia in Halle, Saxony-
Anhalt and Bushido Sportcenter in Leipzig, Saxony, allowed fighters with deep ties
to the far right to join their teams while striving to maintain an apolitical public
image.?® Thus, when even politically sympathetic event organizers were reluctant
to publicly embrace fighters’ far-right convictions, those fighters unwilling to make
concessions (like covering neo-Nazi tattoos during tournaments) had nowhere to
turn.3+ “We didn’t feel at home,” Alexander Deptolla, a neo-Nazi fight organizer
from Dortmund, responded in 2019 when an interviewer asked why he had created
Kampf der Nibelungen (KdN), Germany’s first explicitly far-right international
combat sport festival, in 2013.35 Deptolla compared then-available options, such
as Imperium, with life in a German city in which there are “more foreigners than
Germans.” He complained that before KdN, all of the events were open to fighters
of “foreign descent.” Notably, Deptolla’s subsequent enthusiastic participation in
Kapustin’s transnational tournament network indicates that by “foreign descent”
he was referring specifically to Muslim and non-European fighters and not to other
white Europeans. What had been missing, he felt, were professional tournaments
organized by white nationalists, for white nationalists—something that did not exist
in Western Europe before 2013.

Things changed in May 2013, when Tana delle Tigri (Tigers’ Den), an annual day of
hatecore (Nazi punk) concerts organized by the Italian far-right party CasaPound
in Rome, included an “international fight contest” for the first time.3° The fight was
sponsored by Kapustin’s White Rex.3” Another significant development that year was
the noticeable improvement in the organization of the event, including professional-
quality posters and promotional videos. It was only a few months later, in September,
that Deptolla and his neo-Nazi network held their first Ring der Nibelungen (later
Kampf der Nibelungen) in a rented venue in Rhineland-Palatinate about fifty
kilometers south of Cologne.3® Unlike hooligan field brawls (Ackerkdmpfe), these
two tournaments were staged in boxing rings and octagon cages at commercial
venues; and, in contrast to “apolitical” fighting events, both the fighters and the
attendees were unquestionably involved with the far right.?° Similar events were held

32 “MMA Veranstalter P051t10n1eren SlCh Rechts,” Antlfaschlshsches Infoblatt, December 27, 2017, https://
P P P 9 l

33 Robert Claus, “Der extrem rechte Kampfsportboom,” Belltower News, January 24, 2019, https://www.
belltower.news/rechtsextremer-lifestyle-der-extrem-rechte-kampfsportboom-80 “Gegen Neonazis im
Kampfsport legt Quellen zur Krmk an La Famlha offen,” Halle Spektrum, Apr11 26, 2018, https: [[hallespektrum.
d chrich rt S fs ili

34 Tremonia Blog, Rechter Kampfsport: Zu Besuch beim Kampf der Nibelungen, Tremonia Podcast, YouTube,
October 23, 2015, 21:14, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Wps2VAU4mI&feature=emb _ title.

35 Sanny Kujath, “Interview mit Alexander Deptolla,” Junge Revolution, November 29, 2019, YouTube video
now private, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=091pZISBEWo.

36 Tana delle Tigri began as a music festival in 2009, but only hosted fights beginning in 2013. It has been defunct
since 2015.

37 CasaPound and White Rex, Tana Delle Tigri 5, Event poster, May 31, 2013, https://www.label56.com/wp-
content/uploads/WhiteRexRome-575x812.jpg.

38 Landtag Brandenburg, “Welche Gefahren gehen von den Kampfern der ‘NS Stralght Edge Bewegung aus?”

Drucksache 6/7864, December 27, 2017, https:
ehen-von-den-kaempfern-der-ns-straight-edge-bewegung-aus.txt.

39 Hools TV, “Mass Hooligans Fight Russia, Poland, Sweden, Germany, Ukraine,” January
2, 2018, Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/HoolsTV/videos/mass-hooligans-fight-
russiapolandswedengermanyukraine/1948 28710058/.
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the following year in France (Duh Voina, later called Day of Glory) and Greece (Pro
Patria Fest). Duh Voina (Russian for “Spirit of the Warrior”), launched by Kapustin
in Russia in 2011, was White Rex’s first amateur fight series. Duh Voina 2014 was a
collaboration between White Rex and the newly founded French MMA sportswear
brand Pride France (2014). Although Kapustin’s involvement with Pro Patria in
2014 is unclear, video footage of the White Rex logo on the following year’s event
poster (May) and on the octagon itself (December) confirms that, by 2015, he had
established a trans-European circuit of professional or semi-professional, openly
far-right combat sport tournaments.4°

A Far-Right Combat Sport Network

The involvement of Kapustin and the sponsorship of White Rex are a conspicuous
common thread in the earliest iterations of these openly far-right events. Kapustin’s
personal history accounts for why that would be. Sometime after moving to Germany
in 2001, he attached himself to the local Cologne hooligan scene. Subsequently, he
identified Russian demand for far-right branded clothing and began reselling Thor
Steinar clothing during periodic trips to Russia.# By 2008 (allegedly on August
14), Kapustin had founded his own White Rex brand, which he initially marketed
in Russia.** In 2011, two years before the advent of far-right tournaments in
Western Europe, he gained popularity and publicity for White Rex in Russia’s far-
right hooligan scene with the first Duh Voina.#3 He claims that events in the series
attracted as many as 2,000 attendees.*

In 2013, Kapustin and his Russian team attended the original Ring der Nibelungen,
with Kapustin even entering the ring.#5 Significantly, fight cards from the event
included the names of international fighters as well as the German names of fighters
from the host country. From the beginning of what we can now call a far-right MMA
tournament circuit, it seems to have been common for sponsoring brands to send
delegations of their own fighters to the festivals hosted by other brands. As early
as 2013, Tana Delle Tigri—the first White Rex event outside Russia—was marketed
as “The Largest Pan-European Martial Arts Selection.”® Connecting European far-
right actors was apparently one of White Rex’s goals from the beginning. There is no
question that the brand promotes far-right ideas. Kapustin has said so openly and
often. The logo incorporates the “black sun,” a neo-Nazi symbol. Additionally, White
Rex events have featured far-right hatecore bands, and fighters supported by the
brand maintain close ties with far-right extremist groups.+

40 Propatria Fight Club, “Propatria Fest Vol. IT: Aftervideo,” December 9, 2015, YouTube, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=xjeKdoly5Yo; Propatria Fight Club, “Propatria Fest Vol. I1I: Spirit of Our Ancestors (To ITvebpa Tov
Tpoyévev Mag)-Aftervideo,” YouTube, January 6, 2016, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MLsEBtU1kM.

41 Jorg Diehl, Max Holscher, Roman Lehberger, and Ansgar Siemens, “Rechtsextremer Kamptsportler Der Neonazi-
Krieger aus Moskau,” Spiegel Online, February 14, 2019, https:
kampfsportler-der-neonazi-krieger-aus-moskau-a-1253163.html.

42 The alleged founding date of White Rex seems specious or at least opportunistic. The number fourteen is a
reference to the Fourteen Words: “We must secure the existence of our people and a future for white children.”
The two eights are a numerical reference to two times the eighth letter of the alphabet: HH, as in “Heil Hitler.”

43 The White Rex events included both professional (“White Rex Pro”) and amateur (“Jungsturm League”) fights
(Runter von der Matte, 2017).

44 Tremonia Blog, “Rechter Kampfsport.”

45 Tobias Hoff, “Die Extreme Rechte und Kampfsport,” Gegenpol, September 2018, http://www.vielfalt-
mediathek.de/data/expertise_rex und kampfsport vielfalt mediathek.pdf.

46 CasaPound and White Rex, Tana Delle Tigri 5, event poster, May 31, 2013, https://www.label56.com,
content/uploads/WhiteRexRome-575x812.jpg.

47 “What Is White Rex?” Antifascist Action in the Czech Republic, August 3, 2015, https://www.antifa.cz
content/what-white-rex.
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Nissen, Avramov and Roberts

Far-right combat sport tournaments are now attended by ideologically sympathetic
fighters and spectators from across Europe. Fighters from Germany, France,
Greece, Italy, Switzerland, the Czech Republic, Ukraine, and Russia seem to be
the most active, but combatants from Poland, Latvia, Sweden, and Brazil are also
documented. Force et Honneur and Day of Glory (both organized by Pride France in
French and Swiss venues), KdN, Tiwaz, Tana Delle Tigri, and Pro Patria represent
the most consistent core of the circuit. Similar festivals have been held in Poland,
Hungary, and Ukraine, though this group appears to be explicitly unrelated and
even unwelcoming to the former group, which includes White Rex. Tournaments
promote and sponsor one another with advertising and support each other by
sending delegations of fighters. For example, Pro Patria Fest 2019 was sponsored
by KdN, which was itself mentioned in the promotional materials for a Pride France
event that was scheduled for June 2020, but was subsequently canceled because of
the COVID-19 pandemic.4® Pride France appears on the posters of several European
far-right fighting events as well. The effect is a trans-European far-right combat sport
network with selective affiliations. Claus has conceptualized this circuit as the “KdN
network.”#

By stoking extremist sentiment with his far-right fights, Kapustin was able to grow
the markets for both his ideas and his clothing brand. Where the organizers of
Imperium had viewed the ideologies of the fighters and some audience members
as a liability, Kapustin saw a unique business opportunity. Thus, when White Rex
officially sponsored Tana Delle Tigri’s fight night in 2013, marking the first such
international event in Western Europe, it was as much Kapustin’s expansion into
European political extremism as it was White Rex’s expansion into a European
sportswear market.

European Far-Right Combat Sport as Cultural Scene

The network of tournaments provides the infrastructure—the physical space—both
for in-person gatherings of online communities and for national and international
points of connection (Verkniipfungspunkte) for localized groups. It is supported by
a market for far-right sportswear, far-right music, and even far-right “motivational
speakers.”s® Taken together, these elements comprise what a Deutscher Bundestag
intelligence report has described as the “right-wing world of experiences” (rechte
Erlebniswelt).5 In conceptualizing this world of experiences as a “cultural scene,” we
draw upon Will Straw’s description. According to Straw, “scenes” can be understood
as all of the following:

as collectivities marked by some form of proximity; as spaces
of assembly engaged in pulling together the varieties of cultural
phenomena; as workplaces engaged (explicitly or implicitly)
in the transformation of materials; as ethical worlds shaped
by the working out and maintenance of behavioural protocols;
as spaces of traversal and preservation through which cultural
energies and practices pass at particular speeds and as spaces

48 Product page, https://www.2yt4u.com/product-page/ticket-6-juin-2020, accessed March 15, 2020. All
mention of this event has since been removed from their website and their Facebook page, and we could not
locate any cached copies of previous mentions of it.

49 Robert Claus, Zoom, October, 16 2020.

50 Robert Claus, Ihr Kampf: Wie Europas Extreme Rechte fiir den Umsturz Trainiert, (Bielefeld: Verlag Die
Werkstatt, 2020).

51 Deutscher Bundestag, “Kampfsport in der Rechtsextremen Szene,” Drucksache 19/9406 (April 12, 2019): 1-3,
https://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/094/1009406.pdf.
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of mediation which regulate the visibility and invisibility of
cultural life and the extent of its intelligibility to others.>*

Defining the cultural life of far-right combat sports as a “scene”—a term that has
typically been applied to the study of popular music—has the advantage of accounting
for the decentralized and even sporadic physical-geographical realizations of that
cultural life. Just as music fans travel to concert venues to be among the like-
minded and to partake in the spectacle, so too do fans of far-right combat sport. This
framework also forces an examination of the relationship between combat sport and
far-right music in any of its “spaces of assembly.” Certainly, a concept of “scene”
that includes both the sport and the music has its advantages. Indeed, such events
are often combined. Yet even as such a framework encompasses both music and
combat sport within its “space of traversal and preservation,” it also obscures the
respective speeds at which those “cultural energies and practices pass.” As a case-in-
point, music (Nazi punk) was once the unquestionable center of the largest far-right
cultural gatherings, and, while the increasing popularity of far-right combat sport
may be changing that, it remains difficult to determine their relative influence within
a shared space.

The impact of European far-right combat sport networks on the formation and
evolution of far-right cultural scenes is not yet thoroughly established as a subject
of